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World  cattle  numbers,  which  were  slightly  above 
prewar  in  I9U7,  have  increased  each  year  since 
that  time.  The  World  total  at  the  first  of  i95U 
was  around  856  million  head,  12  percent  greater 
than  in  I9U7.  Numbers  increased  2U  million  head 
in  1951  but  the  gain  in  1953  was  only  around  7 
million  and  was  the    smallest     in    6  years. 
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..orld  cattle  n-amDcrs  increased  c.«,gain  last  year  to  a  ne\!  record 
high,  but  the  increase  was  much  less  thm  the  upturns  recorded  for 
each  of  the  preceediug  few  years,    ^^t  the  first  of  195^  there  were 
around  856  million  cattle  in  the  ;.orld,  1  percent  more  thr-n  a  year 
earlier  and  15  percent  uore  tha,n  prev/ar,  on  the  basis  of  the  latest 
iniorr.:ation  availahle  to  the  j^reign  Agricultural  oervice,  United 
imitates  iJepartraent  of  Jigriculture, 

The  marked  upswing  in  cattle  production  v;hich  has  been  a,>'parent 
since  the  close  of  ..orld  uar  II  showed  signs  of  slov/ing  down  in  1953* 
.iorld  nuiabers  increased  only  7  million  head  during  the  year  compared 
with  19  million  a  year  earlier  and  24  million  head  the  year  before 
th^tt.    i.-'eak  beef  production,  therefore,  has  not  yet  been  reached. 
lJ\ir.ibers  of  breeding  stock  could  increase  further  and  still  maintain 
output  of  beef  at  present  or  moderately  higher  levels,    i^any  countries 
have  made  great  strides  in  increasing  meat  production  per  animal  in 
recent  years  and  further  increases  in  production  efficiency  are  ex- 
pected to  increase  beef  output  even  more  tiian  the  increase  in  cattle 
numoers  would  indicate, 

IHiring  1953  gains  in  Ci.ttle  nu^nbers  vjere  recorded  for  all  large 
geographic  areas.     The  greatest  increases  occurred  in  Worth  ^unerica, 
x.sia  ana  xi.fi'ica,    i-ore  moderate  increases  took  place  in  Ilurope ,  oouth 
juaei'ica  and  Ucei.aiia. 


C^TT'TliiJ :    ^jstimated  world  tot...l,  by  continent  or  s.rea, 

averages  1936-40  and  1946-50,  annual  1953 
 and  1954.  
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iw  Bum^uary  of  tnis  inf oruiation  was  published  in  the  ^--jril  12,  1954  issue  of 
-''ore  ipcn  Cro  os  ,-;nd  ua^rkets . 


'j-'he  rapid  gain  in  cattle  niunbers  iia.s  reflected  the  favorable 
prices;  and  generally  good  returns  to  cattle  producers.    Since  the 
beginning  of  uorld  i^ar  il  there  has  been  a  steady  general  rise  in 
cattle  prices  thronghoiit  the  u'orld.    She  increase  in  prices  ca^Tie  to  a 
ho.lt  in  1951  in  i^orth  -tixnorica  and  prices  in  that  area  have  since  declined 
significantly.    Cattle  prices  also  have  declined  from  their  postv/ar 
high  in  J'rance  and  in  someother  -European  cotintries.    i>ut  prices  during 
1^5^53  continued  to  increase  generally  in  the:;  important  beef -producing 
countries  of  ^outh  -■anerica,  iiustralia  and  hew  Zef.land, 

riumbers  of  cattle  have  increased  markedly  in  those  countries  in 
Jiiurope  and  in  ^sia  directly  affected  by  World  .ar  II,  such  as  -i^elgium, 
i.est  u-ermaiiy,  Greece,  Italy,  Japan,  Indonesia,  ^urraa  and  the  x'hilipioine 
xtepublic.    j^atest  indica  ions  are  that  cattle  numbers  are  increasing 
in  the  U.b,ij,j:i,    loumbers  also  continue  to  increase  in  India,  v/here 
cattle  are  primarily  maintained  for  draft  purposes  cJid  milk  production, 
as  feed  production  and  the  h\iman  -ooTDulation  have  increased,  lumbers 
have  ilso  increased  significantly  in  Ceylon,  -^-'hailand  and  Pakistan 
where  cattle  are  used  e:ctensively  for  draft  purposes. 

During  the  past  few  years  of  strong  demand  for  beof  and  generally 
high  prices,  significant  increases  in  cattle  nvimbers  have  taken  place 
in  such  v/ell  established  and  important  i^roducing  countries  as  the  United 
states,  ^gentina,  -urtizil,  Hew  Zealand,  ^iustralia  and  j'rance.    j3ut  pro- 
duction has  also  increased  sharply  in  such  countries  as  Iran,  3g;^rpt, 
Vui'key,  Canada  and  hexico  which  iiavo  long  been  commercial  areas  of 
intermediate  size. 

i'here  has  been  nev;  interest  in  cattle  raising  in  heretofore  minor 
cattle  producing  countries  in  the  tropical  parts  of  South  America  and 
Africa.    The  cattle  industry  in  Colombia  has  exxjerienced  remarkable 
growth  and  Colombia  nov;  has  tho  third  largest  cattle  population  in 
bouth  ^^nerica.     Cattle  numbers  have  increased  significantly  in  Scuador, 
Venezuela,  luthiopia,  the  xthndesias,  tho  Anglo --^igyptian  Sudan,  the  Belgian 
Congo,  Tanganyika  and  l^ganda.     Increases  in  production  in  these  nev/  rTeas 
have  been  made  possible  by  the  introduction  of  adapted  strains  of  cattle 
and  improved  husbandry. 

The  development  of  a  cattle  industry  in  these  lands  in  some  respects 
parallels  the  development  of  the  industry  in  the  southeastern  United  States 
during  the  past  quarter  century.     The  basic  problems  in  tropical  areas  have 
been  the  development  of  cattle  which  are  well  adapted  to  local  conditions, 
the  control  of  animal  diseases  and  pests,  and  the  development  of  feed 
supplies  for  use  during  periods  of  seasonal  drought  so  as  to  take  advantage 
of  cheap  gains  on  native  vegetation  during  a  large  part  of  the  year  when 
the  native  feed  supplies  are  ample. 
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There  was  a  general  increase  in  cattle  mimcers  in  '..ostorn  .-iuropo 
aviring  1953.    ^-pparently  there  wore  increases  in  ielgiuin,  J'rance, 
Irelojid,  the  United  Kingdom  end  Italy.    Little  change  was  reported  for 
..■estern  u^erinany,  itenmea'k,  the  Hotherlands  and  Sweden.    Nimoors  decreased 
in  ^xustria. 

ixpjarently  there  has  been  little  chrngo  in  cattle  mambers  la  Cuoa, 
the  Doninican  nepuolic,  Chile  and  I'araguay  during  the  :past  tv/o  years. 
In  urugxiay  nmiuers  havo  ocen  decreasing  and  arc  nov;  consideraoly  belov/ 
prev/ar. 

i^'uffibers  apparently  increased  slightly  in  i-iexico  last  year  and  the 
cattle  population  is  at  a  high  level.    i)rought  over  large  areas  of 
iiorthern  i.exico  in  the  past  two  years  and  lov;er  cu,ttle  prices  have 
seriously  affected  i.exican  cattle  producers,     'iTie  foot-and-mouth 
Q^uarantine  prevents  the  e:cport  of  live  cattle  or  fresh  moat  from  the 
drought  areas  to  the  United  i^tates.    iiost  of  the  surplus  cattle  have 
"been  slaughtered,  and  ship  ed  to  the  United  btates  in  the  form  of  cured, 
boneless  beef.    The  United  citates  Bepc^xtment  of  .'agriculture  announced 
on  ^-pril  Ik  that  the  U,  y.  -  i-iexican  border  will  be  opened  to  imports  of 
livestock  and  livestock  prodticts  by  the  United  States  at  the  first  of 
1955.  if  present  favorable  conditions  with  respect  to  foot-and-mouth 
disease  in  ixoxico  continue  and  no  more  outbreaks  occur.    The  border  has 
been  closed  since  iiay  23,  1953.     Imports  of  susceptili^e  animals  and 
their  fresh,  chilled  or  frozen  prodixcts  are  prohibited  from  any  country 
v;here  foot-and-mouth  disease  is  known  to  exist  under  the  provisions  of 
the  U.  L-,  lav/. 

Cattle  numbers  in  Canada  in  1953  continued  upv/ard  for  the  second 
consecutive  year.    Hov/ever,  the  9.^  million  head  on  hand  December  1,  1953 
is  considerably  below  the  record  of  10.3  million  reached  in  late  19^^. 
i'iurabers  of  both  dairy  and  other  cattle  have  shared  in  the  increase.  There 
was  a  relatively  large  gain  in  the  number  of  beef  cows,    Marketings  of 
cattle  rose  in  1953*        increase  of  23  percent  over  the  postv/ar  low  of 
1952.    A  further  increase  in  cattle  slaughter  is  exjoected  as  cattle 
numbers  on  farms  continue  to  rise,    a  moderate  increase  in  marketings  can 
De  absoroed  in  the  domestic  market  and  not  result  in  an  appreciable 
increase  in  exports.    .t^:>rport  possibilities  from  Canada  depend  chiefly  on 
the  level  of  beef  and  cattle  prices  in  the  United  States,    At  the  present 
time  prices  in  Canada  and  the  United  States  are  in  close  adjustment  and 
the  price  situation  is  not  encouraging  exports  to  the  United  States, 
however,  a  v/idening  of  the  spread  betv/een  prices  in  the  txio  countries 
would  stimulate  the  movement  into  the  United  States,  v;hich  in  recent 
years  has  been  a  net  importer  of  beef. 


'iliis  is  one  of      series  of  regularly  scheduled  reports  on  world  agricultural 
production  approved  by  the  ^'oreign  .tigri cultural  Service  Committee  on  i'oreign 
Crop  and  Livestock  -statistics.     It  is  based  in  part  upon  U.  S,  Joreign  Service 
reports. 


